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the golfing craze; and all the spare time of
people of leisure tends to be filled up with
bridge. The difficulty in dealing with the situ-
ation is that the thing itself is not only not
wrong, but really beneficial ; it is better to be
occupied than to be idle, and it is hard to
preach against a thing which is excellent in
moderation and only mischievous in excess.
Personally I am afraid that I only look upon
games as a pis-aller. I would always rather
take a walk than play golf, and read a book
than play bridge. Bridge, indeed, I should
regard as only one degree better than absolutely
vacuous conversation, which is certainly the
most fatiguing thing in the world. But the
odd thing is that while it is regarded as rather
vicious to do nothing, it is regarded as positively
virtuous to play a game. Personally I think
competition always a more or less disagreeable
thing, I dislike it in real life, and I do not see
why it should be introduced into one's amuse-
ments. If it amuses me to do a thing, I do not
very much care whether I do it better than
another person. I have no desire to be always
comparing my skill with the skill of others.
Then, too, I   am   afraid that  I  must   confess
s